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ORDINARY  TIME – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 474 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, very little in my life is easy.  Most of my life 

takes effort, sometimes even great effort.  What has come to 
mind recently is how much I wish this were different and also that 
my life did not take so much effort.  I wonder if the reason my life 
takes such effort is because the way I live it no longer fits the 
person I have become, and therefore no longer satisfies the needs 
that have become real for me.  These are complicated issues to 
consider in themselves, but more so because I hold to an idea that 
such examinations should be unnecessary, and that any attending 
to them is a sign that my life has failed.  However, perhaps such 
reflection is an attempt on my part to be responsive to you, since 
you are both the one who brings them to my awareness, and the 
one who takes me through the exploration of them.   
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 10:24-39 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 393 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for July 2, 2017  
Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42, 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
I:30pm.  The lesson is # 9.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  Mary Jane 
and J are the hostesses. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacon’s Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost  [Matt. 10:24-39] 
 When read literally and objectively, this is not a helpful text. 
However, when we internalize the text it states things we, at some 
level of awareness, already know are true. 
 It is the intent of God to bring our life together into a unity and 
give us the fullest human life that is feasible for us. The way God 
does this is not the way we expect. Our concept of the fullness of 
our life is biased in favor of certain feeling states, thoughts and 
states of mind we enjoy, and against others we don’t enjoy. Our 
concept of the fullness of our life does not include a great deal of 
who we are, and our way of actualizing our concept is by ridding 
ourselves of the feeling states, thoughts and states of mind we 
consider useless or harmful. God’s way of giving us the fullness of 
our life is by continuously bringing to our awareness whatever is 
true of us, especially thoughts and feelings we consider useless or 
harmful. So, God introduces us to facets of our life that have been 
ignored, refused or for some reason not developed as we grew 
older. As God does this, it changes our experience of ourselves and 
expands our concept of the person we are, making our concept 
more inclusive, and our experience of who we are more expansive. 
 Today’s text begins with a warning—other people will think this 
way of having a full human life is “crap” [“Beelzebul” is a dung-god], 
and if we follow this way they will think we also are full of “crap”. 
In light of this, we are given some advice: do not overly esteem or 
be in awe of the people who think this way [something we would 
initially experience as fear of them]. What God is orchestrating in 
us is such that whatever is covered will be uncovered, and 
whatever is secret will become known. We are encouraged to share 
what comes to light in our awareness and to divulge what is 
whispered in our ear. Do not fear, i.e. esteem or be in awe of, those 
who can harm us physically but cannot destroy our “soul,” i.e. our 
ability to experience feelings and have perceptions. We do, 
however, need to fear, honor and pay attention to, those who can 
harm us physically and also can interfere with or impede our soul’s 
ability to be conscious of our experience, those who instill in us a 
fear of punishment because of the thoughts and feelings which 
enter our awareness that previously have been hidden within us. It 

is good to respect them, and attend to the ways we are vulnerable 
to them. Remember, even the most insignificant creatures are not 
deprived of God’s care and attention. We, whose significance is 
such that even our hairs have been counted, are of the greatest 
value, so remember this when those we fear, those we tend to 
esteem excessively, loom large. What is important is not what 
others can do to us, but what we can do for ourselves: if we 
acknowledge what God does in us, certainly inwardly and also 
outwardly when possible, what God does will be reinforced in us; if 
we disavow what God does in us, we ourselves will reject what God 
does. 
 On this journey toward the fullest life feasible for us, do not 
suppose that God has come simply to impose peace and prosperity 
on our lives. God has come to throw us into a conflict, an 
engagement, with our own judgmental and punishing mind. God 
has come to put us in opposition to the people we have internalized 
that embody for us the no longer adequate standards regarding 
what is proper and correct. What/who we have internalized will 
become what we push off against in the effort to separate from 
them and stand on our own two feet. If our need is for the people 
in our life, and those same people in our head, to smile on us so that 
we feel good all the time, and if our need for their affection and our 
desire for their approval are stronger than our attachment to God, 
then it will be difficult for God’s approval of us to register with us 
and support us. In order for God’s approval of us to be effective, we 
will need to get hold of the idea that our old sense of who we are 
and should be is going to encounter its own death. 
 If on our own we try to find the feelings and perceptions that are 
hidden in us, we will not succeed and our life will remain as it has 
been. If we let go of that effort and follow the disclosing work God 
does, the feelings and perceptions that are hidden in us will find us, 
and we will have a fuller life, a life different than we imagined. 

[Jim Robie, 6-23-17, Cycle A., Matthew 10:24-39] 
 


